One should take into consideration the special characteristics
of the language of the poet's period, and the attitude of the society
of that time for a proper appreciation of his literature. Many
publish their works after repeated corrections. But Vazhakunnam
did not have this habit. Again, his admirers were hasty to take
afresh his writings for publication and in fact, during his short
lifespan he could not devote sufficient time for a second perusal
These factors deserve due attention of the readers and critics of
Vazhakunnam.

It is worth remembering that Vazhakunnam, before taking up
his main role in the Gumvayur centre, acted in his feeder role of
propagating Sanskrit. He had established a Sanskrit vidyalaya at
his native place, and had functioned as a reputed teacher of the
same.1

The secret of his popularity needs special mention. Usually
devotional preachers lacked rational thinking and resorted to
employment of sentimental hollow words. Vazhakunnam devel-
oped his speech step by step on rational foundation.2 Besides he
was not merely a story teller but was an exponent of philosophical
concepts.3 His secular outlook and humour also played their role
in this connection.

Gumvayur temple thrived by Vazhakunnam and Vazhakumiam
in turn enhanced his fame through it. It had been a centre of

1. See Chapter. I.

2. See Unnikrishnan Puthur, Mathmbhumi Gumvayur Supple-
ment, 15.2.1992, The Mathmbhumi Printing and Publishing
Company Limited, Kozhikode. p.41.

3. See Bhaktasiromani, op.cit, pp. 248-249.
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